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THE NATURE RESERVE
Lorton Meadows nature reserve in 
Weymouth, is a haven for wildlife. 
Originally farmland, the 75 hectare 
(185 acre) reserve has been 
managed by Dorset Wildlife Trust 
since 1998 and boasts species rich 
grassland of national importance, 
with ponds, seasonal streams, 
hedgerows and small woodlands.

The proximity of a ‘snap-shot’ 
of Lorton’s varied habitats, 
located close to the Conservation 
Centre makes Lorton a brilliant 
location for younger key stages. 
While the varied habitats and 
conservation management within 
an urban setting provide plenty of 
opportunities for higher Key Stages 
and Further Education groups.

THE FACILITIES
The Conservation Centre houses 
informative and interactive 
displays, including nest box/
feeder cameras. There is a small 
shop providing wildlife books, 
identification guides and small 
gifts - if you would like the shop 
to form part of your visit, please 
let us know when booking. There 
are toilets in the centre and a car 
park, the Picnic Area and Outdoor 
Classroom are adjacent.

THE VISIT
Educational visits from 1 hour to 
a full school day are available, for 
all Key Stages and FE groups. You 
are welcome to eat your lunch on 
site, but please take your litter 
away with you.

All activities support the national 
curriculum, but if you can’t find 
what you’re looking for, please 
contact us to discuss your topic. We 
supply all the equipment necessary 
for the activities overleaf, including 
age-appropriate worksheets and 
ID guides. 

HOW TO BOOK & CONTACT DETAILS
To discuss your requirements and book an 

educational visit please contact:
Tel: 01305 816546

Email: sdallimore@dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk

For further details of the nature reserve, conservation 
centre and events: www.dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk

ACCESSIBILITY
Activities can be adapted for students with special 

educational needs, the centre has a disabled toilet, disabled 
parking bay, an access for all mesh path around Withy 

Woods and picnic area, plus an accessible pond dipping  
platform. Please contact us to discuss your requirements.

COSTS
Key Stages 1 & 2: 

1 hour = £1.80/pupil, minimum charge £45.
2 hours = £3.00/pupil, minimum charge £75.

4 hours = £5.40/pupil, minimum charge £135.
We usually work with 1 class per session.

Key Stages 3 & 4, A Level & FE: 
£2.00/student/hour.

HEALTH & SAFETY
First aid and health & safety for all students is the 

responsibility of the visiting education facility. Groups must 
be supervised at all times with an appropriate adult to pupil 
ratio provided by the visiting education facility. (DWT staff 
are not included in this ratio). Risk assessments should be 

carried out by the visiting education facility prior to the visit 
– please ask for assistance if required.
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