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        Swifts spend most of their lives flying – even sleeping, eating and drinking – only ever landing to nest. They like to nest in older buildings in small holes in roof spaces.
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            How to identify swifts, swallows, sand martins and house martins

        

        

    
    
        Learn how to identify swifts, swallows and martins. These birds are all summer visitors to the UK. Here's how you can find the difference between a swift and a swallow or work out what kind of martin you could have spotted!
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            How to build a swift box

        

        

    
    
        Swifts like to leave their nests by dropping into the air from the entrance. This is why they often choose to set up camp in the eaves of buildings. If you have a wall that's at least five…
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            Act swiftly! Public asked to help endangered high-flying birds

        

        

    
    
        The Wildlife Trusts & RHS call on gardeners to help swifts, swallows, and martins
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            Woodland Recovery: Bats On The Night Shift

        

        

    
    
        As Dorset Wildlife Trust's Living Landscapes Ecologist, I relish the chance to see bats up close during an evening's bat surveying.
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            Tree bumblebee

        

        

    
    
        The Tree bumblebee is a new arrival to the UK. First recorded here in 2001, it is slowly spreading north. It prefers open woodland and garden habitats and can be found nesting in bird boxes and…
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            Reserve safety and visitor information

        

        

    
    
        A few top tips to bear in mind when you visit our nature reserves
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            Leatherback turtle

        

        

    
    
        A giant of the sea turtle world, leatherback turtles are ocean wanderers searching the seas for jellyfish. Unlike other sea turtles, leatherback turtles don’t mind the cold! This means they can…
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            Falsehoods of the False Widow Spider

        

        

    
    
        False widow spiders have been getting some bad press recently, so we’ve decided to explain away some of the false facts about these creatures to put everyone’s mind at rest.
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             Wildlife Friendly Gardening Competition returns for 10th anniversary in Dorset

        

        

    
    
        Dorset Wildlife Trust (DWT) is celebrating the 10th Anniversary year of the Wildlife Friendly Gardening Competition with its sponsors, The Gardens Group, and invites anyone who is gardening with…
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            Saltmarsh and mudflats

        

        

    
    
        Saltwater marshes and mudflats form as saltwater floods swiftly and silently up winding creeks to cover the marsh before retreating again. This process reveals glistening mud teeming with the…
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            Arable fields

        

        

    
    
        Most arable fields are large, featureless monocultures devoid of wildlife, but here and there are smaller fields and tucked away corners that are farmed less intensively, or are managed…
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