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        Find out how to become a member of Dorset Wildlife Trust
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            The Great Heath Living Landscape

        

        

    
    
        The Great Heath Living Landscape project aims to enable wildlife and people to thrive in this diverse landscape of heathland, farmland, woods and wetlands, entwined with the conurbation of Poole, Bournemouth, Christchurch and east Dorset. 
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            Record number of rare butterflies found in Dorset

        

        

    
    
        After years of declining butterfly populations, a recent survey by the Dorset Wildlife Trust (DWT) has found a record number of a rare butterfly species on the Upton Heath nature reserve.
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        Over the last 22 years, a team of Dorset Wildlife Volunteers have visited over 150 churches throughout Dorset to give advice on managing churchyards with wildlife in mind.
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            Living and working on Brownsea Island 

        

        

    
    
        Wild Brownsea Project Officer, Nicki Tutton describes what life is like living and working on Brownsea Island during an outbreak of avian flu, and how truly resilient nature can be.
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            Record numbers of black-tailed godwit spotted on Brownsea Island Lagoon 

        

        

    
    
        Wardens on Brownsea Island have reported sightings of over 3,700 of black-tailed godwits on the Brownsea Lagoon in December 2019 – a record for Dorset. Their numbers have remained high in January…
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            Successful ‘Wild Paths’ training scheme returns to combat skills shortage 

        

        

    
    
        The Wild Paths training scheme is now open for new applications. This popular training programme is back to train Dorset’s next conservationists in protecting the county’s wildlife and wild places…
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            New training opportunity to look after heathland in Dorset 

        

        

    
    
        Supported by funding from the Magnox Ltd Socio-economic Scheme, Dorset Wildlife Trust (DWT) is delighted to announce the launch of a three-year Heathland Heritage Traineeship programme.
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            Southern migrant hawker dragonflies recorded for the first time in Dorset 

        

        

    
    
        The first Southern migrant hawker dragonflies ever recorded in Dorset have been seen on Dorset Wildlife Trust’s (DWT’s) Lytchett Bay Nature Reserve,  which is part of The Great Heath Living…
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            Climate change indicator crab recorded for the first time at Kimmeridge 

        

        

    
    
        Over the Easter weekend, low tides surfaced some unusual findings at Kimmeridge and Charmouth where the ‘Furrowed Crab’ (Xantho hydrophilus) was found. This crab is very common further in the…
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        Carole has been volunteering at Idle Valley for seven years now; whilst she used to get involved with the heavy work out on the reserve, the garden is now her domain, working with the Recovery…
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            Spiny lobster

        

        

    
    
        Spiny lobster, crawfish, crayfish, rock lobsters - many names, one animal! This pretty lobster was made extinct in many areas through overfishing, but is now making a slow comeback.
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